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EUROPEAN DEBATE ON SHORTER WORKING TIMES  
-  O to e  , Eu opea  Pa lia e t, B ussels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resta t the de ate o  o ki g ti e edu tio  to ake Eu ope a ette  pla e fo  all  
I  the fa e of ass-u e plo e t a d the esu ge e of atio alist o e e ts i  Eu ope, the uestio  of 
the fai e  dist i utio  of o k e o es i easi gl  u ge t. G o i g de a d fo  o k is a o se ue e of 
a ious i u sta es, f o  the digitalisatio  a d auto atio  of t aditio al jo s, to the la ge u e  of 
efugees ho eed to e i teg ated i to the la ou  a ket.  

 

The fai e  dist i utio  of o k is also a  oppo tu it  fo  so ial p og ess, espe iall  fo  ge de  e ualit , aki g 
possi le sho te  o ki g hou s fo  full ti e o ke s, ostl  e , a d lo ge  o ki g hou s fo  pa t ti e 

o ke s, ostl  o e . 
 

Wo k ti e sha i g poli ies a e still ta oo i  Eu ope 
The t e d is athe  to a ds i easi g o k ti e.  Wo ki g ti e li its a e ofte  ot espe ted i  o t a ts. I  
Ge a  o ke s ha e a u ulated .  illio  hou s o e ti e! The Eu opea  Wo ki g Ti e Di e ti e is 
egula l  u de  th eat of a ellatio .  Ste eot pes a d p opaga da o  o ki g ti e edu tio  ge e all  

do i ate the pu li  dis ussio , espe iall  o  the -hou  eek i  F a e.  The e is a ge e al te de  to a ds 
oe i g e plo ees to o k o e ti e. This o es at a ost fo  hu a  dig it , health, a d so ial p ote tio . 

 

A eeti g to sta t a Eu opea  s ale oo di atio  fo  ad o a  
Fo tu atel , the e a e u io s, esea he s, poli  ake s, edia, a d NGOs th oughout Eu ope, ho 
o siste tl  t  to defe d the ele a e of fai  o k ti e-sha i g. Fo  this eeti g e ha e t ied  to gathe  

those ad o ates of the fai  dist i utio  of o k th ough sho te  o ki g hou s ho elie e e ust e o e 
a ti e ou sel es a d ot ait fo   the a ket to d i e the p o ess of o k ti e sha i g .  
 

     

  

  

Suppo ted  O ga ised  
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A eeti g ith  poli  ake s, s ie tists, ep ese tati es of t ade u io s, eligious 
asso iatio s a d o -go e e tal o ga isatio s, f o   Eu opea  ou t ies 
The o ga ise s of this eeti g a e the o ki g g oup A eitFai Teile  fai  sha i g of o k  f o  Atta  
Ge a  a d the Colle tif Roose elt f o  F a e.  The suppo t of the Rosa Lu e u g Fou datio  as ell as 
Tho as Hä del, Me e  of the Eu opea  Pa lia e t GUE/NGL , a d his u eau ade the eeti g possi le. 
 

 
 

 pa ti ipa ts f o   ou t ies e e p ese t of the  egiste ed. I itatio  lette s e e se t to o e tha  
 a ti e p o ote s of o ki g ti e edu tio  a oss Eu ope, f o  Ma h to August . The fo al 

egist atio  p o edu e as st i t as the eeti g took pla e i  the Eu opea  Pa lia e t. Si ulta eous 
t a slatio  as p o ided i  E glish, F e h a d Ge a . The list of p ese t pa ti ipa ts is as follo s:  

 

Aust ia Ge a  

 E a S he z, GPA  Jutta S h eide , Atta  / IG Metall 
 Mag. Susa e Hasli ge , PRO-GE  Ch ista Hou a i, left i g of the u io s 

Belgiu   Pet a Ziegle , Ve .di 
 Wie ke Wa e k, EGB/ETUC  S l ia Sk a s, Ve .di 
 Au o e Jol , You g CSC  Tho as Hä del, GUE/NGL 

 Delephi e Hou a, Roose elt. e  F a k Puska e , GUE/NGL 

 Ludo i  Sutto -So el, Roose elt. e  P of. D . Alf ed Klei k e ht, Delft. U i e sit  of Te h olog  

Nethe la ds  D . Steffe  Leh do ff, IAQ 

 Sa  G oe , FNV  Ma ga eta Stei ü ke-Pa i i , Atta  AG A eitfai teile  

UK  Mi haela A i i, Atta  AG A eitfai teile  

 Madelei e Ellis-Pete se , NEF  Ca ol Sue Due , Atta  AG A eitfai teile  

F a e  Stepha  K ull, Atta  / IG Metall 
 Régis G a a olo, MUNCI  Ha s-Geo g Nelles, Bu desfo u  Mä e  

 Mu iel Wolfe s, CGT- Chô eu s  A d eas Lutt e -Be s a , KAB 

 Da id Feltz, Colle tif Roose elt  Mi hael Klatt, KDA 

 Jea -Ma ie Pe ost, Colle tif Roose elt  D . Ma ti  S hi de a , Rosa-Lu e u g-Stiftu g 

 Walte  Ve hoe e, Colle tif Roose elt  D . Tho as Geste ka p, Ge a  

 Zalihata Ma soi ou, MNCP S ede  

 Ja ueli e Balsa , MNCP  Ali e Ve e sso , Vä ste pa tiet Göte o g 

 Ba a a Ro ag a , Pa ti So ialiste  Da iel Be a , Vä ste pa tiet Göte o g 

  

[Colou  ode] U io s=G ee  / NGOs= lue / Poli  ake s=o a ge / Resea he s=pu ple 
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A p og a  to uild up olle ti e i tellige e a d to gi e a oi e to all pa ti ipa ts 
The p og a  of the  da s eeti g as as follo s:  

Ea h pa ti ipa t as i ited to speak -  i  a d epl  to these  uestio s: 
 What is ou  g oups’ o ete p oposal fo  the edu tio  of o ki g hou s?  
 Who do ou e ou te  as oppo e ts a d hat a e thei  easo s? 

 Who a e ou  pa t e s o  this topi ? What should a  allia e/platfo / a paig  do to ake the 
de ate o e fo a d i  ou  ou t  a d/o  i  Eu ope? 

 

 

No o e fits it all solutio  ut a  ope  ta get of  to  hou s a eek 
The pa ti ipa ts dis ussed o ete p oposals fo  o ki g ti e edu tio , a d the oti es of pa t e s 

a d oppo e ts the  e ou te  i  thei  ho e ou t ies. A o se sus e e ged: at the o e t, the e is o possi le 

o e fits it all solutio  e ause o ki g ti e edu tio  o je ti es a e ot ide ti al fo  all Eu opea  ou t ies h, 
h, h, h, h et .. . A  ope  ta get of  to  hou s a eek ould, ho e e , e suppo ted  all pa ti ipa ts. 

A  i fo al et o k o  the Eu opea  le el is el o ed to e plo e possi le a s to i ple e t a d fi a e it. The e 
a e so e p oposals of Aust ia , Belgia  a d F e h t ade u io s fo   o  , p ospe ti el  , hou  eek. I  
additio , it is eeded to defe d e aluatio s of past o ki g ti e poli ies. Fo  i sta e, the F e h atio al statisti al 
i stitute INSEE esta lished i   that the Au  a ts eated a ou d .  jo s et ee   a d , ut 
these poli ies ha e ee  a used of ei g espo si le fo  a supposedl  lo e  p odu ti it  fo  F e h o ke s. 

Thu sda  . .   F ida  . .  

.     Wel o e  .                    Wel o e a d Ope i g 

.                  Ope i g a d p ese tatio    .                   Pa el  t ade u io s 

.                  State e t of Tho as Hä del  .                Coffee B eak 

.                  Ke ote le tu e D . Steffe  Leh do ff  .  Pa el  NGO’s 

.                  Pa el  U io s a d poli  ake s  .  Lu h 

.  Ke ote le tu e Jea  Ma ie Pe ost  .  Pa el  Poli  Make s 

.  Dis ussio   .                  Dis ussio  of steps i  o ki g-g oups 

.                                Closi g  .                  P ese tatio  of a o o  de la atio  

.                  Di e  togethe   .  Dis ussio  

   .  Closi g 

   .                  E d of the eeti g 
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The eed to i teg ate o ki g ti e edu tio  i  a oad set of uestio s 
I  o de  to ake working time sharing more attractive, a ious aspe ts ust e de eloped a d e phasized ge de , 
t ai i g, fa il , li ate, right to log off computers and telephones, et … . Ne e theless, the fight agai st 
u e plo e t should e ai  the p i a  o je ti e.  A st o ge  oi e should e gi e  to the u e plo ed a d 
p e a iousl  e plo ed i  poli aki g. It is a halle ge to eate o a fide solida it  et ee  o ke s a d the 
u e plo ed. This ill e ui e a ha ge of pe spe ti e fo  a : u e plo e t is a so ietal, ot a  i di idual 
p o le . 
 

Ma  o ke s fear that o ki g ti e edu tio  a  i ease work intensity a d lo e  thei  i o es. I  the 
ideologi al o te t of auste it  a d o sessio  ith o petiti e ess, o ki g ti e edu tio  dis ussio s should e 
asso iated ith Occupational Safety and Health policies (OSH), increase of labour inspections, and more protective 

labour laws for both workers and employers. 

 

 
 

A o o  de la atio  to o k o  ke  sha ed essages a d alues   
At the e d of the eeti g, pa ti ipa ts had ee  i ited to dis uss a  o ds-lo g o o  de la atio  that 
ould e e ised a d sig ed afte  the eeti g. Fo  ost pa ti ipa ts, a defi iti e adoptio  of the de la atio  
ould eed ti e a d a  i te al dis ussio s.  

 The de la atio  a  e fou d i  the flo i g e li ks : i  E glish, i  Ge a , i  F e h    
 This o o  de la atio  as sig ed   A eitFai Teile , ATTAC Ge a , I itiati e zu  Ve etzu g de  

Ge e ks haftsli ke " Ge a , Colle tif Roose elt F a e , E el  REGNER, MEP Aust ia  

 

A eed to e ha ge k o ledge a d p a ti es efo e taki g a tio s at Eu opea  s ale 

O e all, this eeti g e ealed that ost pa ti ipa ts e e ot a a e of the a to s a d the i itiati es outside of 
thei  o  ou t ies. We still need intermediate steps between networking and coordinated actions on the 

European scale.  

 

Long term goals could include scandalising long full time, building a platform for policy development, establishing 

the 40 hour week as the new working hours limit in the EU. The experiments in Goteborg and in some private 

companies also demonstrate that local scale initiatives can and should be developed, in addition to European and 

national scale efforts. This eeti g is the sta t of a lo g-te  p o ess, a l  el o ed  all pa ti ipa ts.  

 sho t epo ts ade  the pa ti ipa ts to get o e i sights 
All pa ti ipa ts e e asked to p o ide a  page a kg ou d ote i  E glish o  thei  a ti ities a d the situatio  
i  thei  ho e ou t ies. The a aila le epo ts a e the follo i g; 
 

Poli  Make s  

 Co t i utio  f o  Ba a a Ro ag a , e e  of the F e h Pa lia e t, So ialist Pa t   >> Read o e e li k  

 Co t i utio   Lau ette O keli , Vi e-p eside t of the So ialist Pa t  Belgiu   >> Read o e e li k  

 Co t i utio  de Da iel Be a , deput  of the Left Pa t  Gothe u g/S ede   >> Read o e e li k  

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUcHMyX1pIa1VCbEE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUdENSWnFsSVpVWVU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUTjZfb1lVelpJSkU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUSW5ZM2V4OUVuSWc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUa0otQnkwM1B3Mk0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUd2FGX3h1eEtoRG8/view?usp=sharing
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U io s  

 Positio  pape  o  sho te  o ki g hou s FNV Nethe la ds  >> Read o e e li k  

 GPA-djp i itiati es o  o ki g ti e edu tio    >> Read o e e li k  

 Sho t Repo t IG Metall, o piled f o  the e o ds of the Wo ki g ti e a paig  S.K.   >> Read o e e li k  

 Wo ki g Ti e De ate i  Aust ia / PRO-GE   >> Read o e e li k  

 Positio s a d steps of the o e  i  e .di to a ds SHORT FULL-TIME WORK FOR ALL  >> Read o e e li k  

 Co t i utio  f o  S l ia Sk a s, Depa t e t fo  Colle ti e Ba gai i g Poli  Ve .di 
Head ua te  

 >> Read o e e li k  

 Sho t epo t of the t ade u io  Left   Ch ista Hou a i  >> Read o e e li k  

NGOs  

 Sho t epo t –A eitFai Teile , Atta -Ge a    >> Read o e e li k  

 Co t i utio   Colle tif Roose elt F a e   >> Read o e e li k  

 Co t i utio   Colle tif Roose elt. e   >> Read o e e li k  

 Co t i utio   the Katholis he A eit eh e -Be egu g KAB   >> Read o e e li k  

 State e t Eu opea  De ate o  sho te  o ki g hou s  Mi hael Klatt, p eside t of KDA  >> Read o e e li k  

 Sho t Repo t- MNCP  >> Read o e e li k  

 The Ne  E o o i s Fou datio ’s p oposal fo  the edu tio  of o ki g hou s  >> Read o e e li k  
 

 

  
 

Lau h of  o kg oups to pa e the a  fo  a Eu opea  platfo     
Du i g F ida  afte oo , pa ti ipa ts ha e split i   g oups, fo  a du atio  of  hou s, to ake dis ussio s 

o e li el  a d pa ti ipati e. Dis ussio s e e a ied out as a « o ld afé e e ise » a d also fuelled a 
s ope state e t, hi h ill help to sta t  o ki g g oups afte  the eeti g.  
 

1) Out ea h/st ateg  
• What do e a t to a hie e togethe ? 

• Ho  a  e a hie e these o je ti es? 

• Ho  a  e easu e ou  p og ess? 

 What ti e f a e is ealisti ? 
 

 What should e ou  e t step togethe ? 

 Who likes the idea i  ou  ou t ?  Ho  a  e e gage the  o e? 

 What st ategies a d a gu e ts do ou e plo  to ou te  oppo e ts? 

2) P oposals fo  o ki g ti e/ho  to i ple e t the  

 Is ou  p oposal a dail , eekl , a ual o  life ou se 
edu tio  of o ki g hou s a d ho  a  hou s i  

the a e age it ill ha e pe  eek? 

 Is it a p oposal fo  spe ial g oups of the la ou  
a ket elde  people, pa e ts, ou gste s e.g.  o  

fo  a e  ge e al o ki g ti e o ? 

 Shall it e i ple e ted  la  o   olle ti e o t a t? 

 Ho  shall the o pe satio  of ages a d pe so el e o ga ised? 

 B  hi h esou es the o ki g ti e edu tio  shall e fi a ed? 

 What is the ti e s ale of the ealisatio  of ou  p oposal? 

 Ho  do ou a t to o ilise e e s of ou  o ga isatio , the 
pu li  a d othe s fo  ou  p oposal? 

 

3) I te al o u i atio / uildi g the et o k 

 What ill d i e a d oti ate the et o k?  
 What a e pote tial diffe e es o  o fli ts a d ho  

ill e deal ith those?  
 What i itiati es a d tools a e iti al fo  the 

et o k to keep up its d a i s?  

 So ho , he , ho  ofte  a d he e ill e sha e ideas, p og ess 
a d o sta les fu the ?  

 Ho  do e el o e a d i fo  e o e s i to the et o k?   
 Ho  should the et o k e o ga ised a d fi a ed?  

 

The e t eeti g should e held i   a d i lude o e ou t ies. Fo  a  i fo atio  o ta t:  
Ma ga eta Stei ü ke stei ue ke@ e .de  o  Mi ha A i i i ha eis@g .de  o  Da id Feltz da id@ olle tif- oose elt.f  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUN0V1MEJrSGZCeGM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUYWwxMWR0WVpIVDQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUWF9wdllEOHZjc3c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUem0xVHZrblZXeXM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUQUlMZzg0MFVONUk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUc0c5LTQwalQzNUU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUZWlZdnk5cmx2MHM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUVnpySnV4cHhQZGs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUbjJoLXhrT1ZfeEU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUcWNhc2dSMUlteUU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUdjRZMF83UHdmSjA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUMGJJOUhjdlNVc1E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUN3RrcUNVMUswa28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Wrzs_FvRAUNnpNV3lCOHlrOUk/view?usp=sharing

